gravitation has induced, this and not the uterus determined the position. As the result of sundry experiments, made by floating some foetuses in a solution of salt and water, Dr. Duncan endeavours to show that the centre of gravity is in the centre of the upper third of the body, and from the position of the uterus in the latter third of the term of pregnancy, the foetus will physically present with the superior extremity downwards. The fact of frequent malpresentation of a dead foetus may, he thinks, be explained by a change in gravity, both in the foetus and the liquor amnii; but he admits that ignorance of the time when the foetus assumed the position it is found in at the time of birth, as well as of the specific gravity of the amniotic fluid, are obstacles in the way to a correct conclusion. Dr. Duncan does not take into consideration the force that the uterus exercises when it contracts on the foetus both before the act of expulsion commenced, and during its continuance; and the argument that the foetus is fixed in its position during the last month, is disproved ^ by the facts Dr. Braxton Hicks has made practical use of in his essay on ff Bimanual Turning." We must very briefly allude to the elaborate essay contained in Part II. After considering the os sacrum as forming part of the vault of the pelvis, and showing that its action is neither as a wedge, nor as a keystone of the arch, Dr. Duncan points out that it is to be regarded as a strong transverse beam, on which the whole weight of the body is suspended by the sacro-iliac Reviews. [Jan., ligaments from the posterior iliac tuberosities, and tlience is carried to tlie heads of the femurs or cotylo-sacral beams which lie between them. In the chapters following Dr. Duncan details his views of the causation of the regular development of the pelvis, the formation of the rickety and malacosteon pelvis, the action of the pelvic joints in parturition, and suggests that symphyseotomy has been too freely condemned, chiefly because it has been tried in cases that could not be benefited by it, as in extreme pelvic distortion, but that it might sometimes take the place of craniotomy. Supposing, however, that the operation were successful, as far as gaining sufficient room for the child to pass, the danger of pyaemia, or at least of destruction of the joint, together with the uncertainty as to the amount of space that would be gained, outweighs the chance of saving the child.
The chapters on superfcetation, the place of the insertion of the ovum, the uterus after delivery, and the cervix uteri in pregnancy, will repay perusal by the student, especially as certain errors which have been handed down in most text books are there ex- posed, as to the decidua, placenta, and actual shortening of the cervix, while the scientific reader will find interesting matter in Part IV, " On some topics in Natural and Morbid Parturition."
With the assistance of Professor Tait, some experiments on the strength of the membranes of the ovum were made, and the results tabulated, from which the force exercised by the uterus during labour is calculated, and the conclusion drawn, that as the average weight of the adult foetus exceeds the propellingpower exerted in easy labour (about 6 lbs.) in these labours the weight of the child is sufficient to bring it into the world.
Dr. Duncan combats Naegele's dictum as to the obliquity of the foetal head on its entrance into the pelvis, maintaining that tlie head enters the brim discally, but passes the outlet in lateral obliquity. The production of inversion of the uterus is attributed by Dr. Duncan to paralysis or inertia of a part or of the whole of the uterus, and introcession of the inverted portion is caused by force acting either from above or from below. " The conditions fitted to produce the result are," says Dr. Duncan, " to be found in the ordinary bearing down effort, or in the absence of the retentive power of the cavity of weeks.
Well in 5 weeks.
Weil in month.
Well in a month.
Well in less ; than a month.
Convalescent in 3 weeks.
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